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task of reconquest.  But once again in history, matters of trivial import-
ance brought about the failure of a plan so wisely conceived.   In the
first place, the characters of the newly-wedded pair were absolutely
incompatible, and this in itself was enough to prevent harmonious
co-operation.   In the second place, Alfonso wished to interfere in the
internal government of Castile, and ruffled the patriotic feelings of the
Castilians by appointing natives of Aragon and Navarre as commanders
of fortresses in the territories belonging to Urraca.   Finally, the queen
was not a model of conjugal fidelity.   Discord culminated in a declara-
tion of the nullity of the marriage by the Pope.   The final consequence
was that, instead of an increase in the Christian power, there was war,
almost a civil war in character, between the Castilians and Aragonese.
The situation was rendered more serious by the insurrection of part of
the Galician nobility under the leadership of Diego Gelmirez, Bishop of
Santiago and lord of a territory of considerable importance, to maintain
the cause of Urraca's son, the Infante Alfonso, whom they declared King
of Galicia, as had been the wish of his grandfather Alfonso VI.   They
also tried to crown him King of Leon (1110).   A period of absolute
anarchy followed.  The political and social forces of Castile were pro-
foundly divided and were not only fighting amongst themselves; they
were struggling against foreign interference, represented both by the King
of Aragon, and by Teresa, Urraca's sister, who was married to Count
Henry, a cadet of the Dukes of Burgundy; the latter wished to fish in
these troubled waters and so to enlarge the county of Portucale, or
Portugal, given to him by Alfonso VI, the history of which will be
narrated in another volume of this work.

In this state of anarchy, which persisted until Urraca's death in 11S6,
we may perceive the expression of the unsettled condition of a society
in travail with the evolution of its future unity. This was only achieved,
after the removal and absorption of the different factors which had
gradually been created by human necessities, by the military effort
of reconquest, and by the reconstruction of Christian Spain. In these
circumstances it was inevitable that the most characteristic figure in this
crisis should be the bishop already referred to, Gelmirez, who, in addi-
tion to his high ecclesiastical importance, which the pilgrimages to
Compostella are enough to prove, was almost a feudal lord, with a history
full of dramatic interest.

The most striking proof of the state of anarchy is presented by the
historical obscurity in which Urraca's last years are buried. The lack of
documents, and the contradictory accounts given in the few extant, speak
volumes as to the troubled condition of the kingdom. On the death of
the queen, there was a natural concentration of most of the Castilian
forces round prince Alfonso, the sole legitimate heir to the throne, on
which he was the seventh of his name.
But the upheaval had been too complete for peace to come at once.